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PROGRAM
Opening

Joann Menendie ‘21, Siddharth Tiwari ‘21,
Gabriella Velazquez ‘21, Shikhar Gupta ‘21

Welcome

Dr. Akwaji-Anderson
Principal and Chief Academic Officer

Tribute to Leon Lederman

Dr. Erin Roche ‘89
Board of Trustees President*

Musical Performance

“Concerto for Two Violas, II Gai,” by Georg Philip Telemann
performed by Shiqi Cheng and Thomas Johnson, Violas

2021 Alumni Awards

Dr. Evan Glazer
IMSA President
Cathy Veal
Former IMSA President*

Closing

Hosts

Recession

“Hoedown from Rodeo,” by Aaron Copland
performed by the Chamber Strings

Special Thanks to Creative Soundz Equipment, Bill McGrail, Kevin Broy, Facilities and Tamara Newquist for
video, production, special effects and creative direction.
*Through the generosity of The Cathy Veal Endowment for Board of Trustees Alumni Award established with the
IMSA Fund, we are able to host this program and bring our recipients to IMSA from around the world.

ALUMNI AWARD WINNERS
TITAN AWARD

Dr. Jerome “Jay” Budzik ‘95
Jay Budzik, ‘95, has given back generously to IMSA. Jay served as a studentnetwork system administrator
from 1993-1995, a SIR mentor from 1997-2003 and trustee from 2008-2020. As a student at IMSA, Jay helped
manage campus computer infrastructure, ensuring all students had access to computing resources. As a
SIR mentor, Jay worked with aspiring computer scientists who wanted to pursue research.
He was honored to be appointed a trustee in 2008, where he advocated for greater financial transparency
that helped IMSA understand how its budget reflected institutional priorities.
He encouraged the development of program evaluation frameworks and metrics so IMSA could
demonstrate the impact of its programs to stakeholders. These efforts provided the data necessary to
allow IMSA to contemplate program expansion so that more students and teachers can benefit from IMSA’s
programs, and ultimately led to the passage of SB 2939.
Jay contributed to the development of the TALENT entrepreneurship program, Professional Field Services
programs, and encouraged IMSA to focus on improving diversity, equity and inclusion.
Jay is CTO of Zest AI, which develops software that helps lenders of all sizes harness the power of machine
learning to make more profitable and inclusive loans. His work developing ML models that use more
data and better math is making it possible for people of color and previously-underserved populations to
participate more fully in our economy.
Jay earned a B.S. with honors in Computer Science from the University of Chicago, and a PhD in Computer
Science from Northwestern University, where he was a Presidential Fellow.

DISTINGUISHED LEADER AWARD

Michael Peil ‘90
Michael Peil is the founding Vice Dean of Jigme Singye Wangchuck School of Law, a law school that trains
future lawyers in Bhutan. As Bhutan’s first democratic generation comes of age, there is the challenge of
defining law in a nation that has been governed for much of its history in semi-theocracy and by monarchs.
There is also difficulty in designing a curriculum that strikes a balance between educating students in
handling disputes in a formal court system and through a village elder — a long-held custom stemming
from a belief that justice based on conciliation maintains social harmony. In a culture where the adversarial
nature of Western legal practice is seen by some to oppose Buddhism, which most people of Bhutan follow,
the stakes have been high for training lawyers who could defend Bhutanese values as the demands of
modernity came rushing in.
Michael previously served as Associate Dean for International Programs at Washington University School
of Law in St. Louis (USA) and as Executive Director of the International Law Students Association (ILSA).
He received his Bachelor’s degree from Wake Forest University (USA) and his Juris Doctor from Cornell Law
School (USA).

DISTINGUISHED LEADER AWARD

Dr. Carl Earl Lambert, Jr. ‘03
Dr. Lambert ’03 provides compassionate and preventative care to peoplefrom all communities and walks of
life as medical director of the RushUniversity Family Physicians group. Aside from his busy clinical practice,
Dr. Lambert remains very involved in the Rush community in several capacities, including as a clinical
teacher and facilitator, director of the Rush Family Medicine Leadership Program, director of the servicelearning curriculum, and an active member of the Admissions Executive Committee. He is a member of
the American Association of Family Physicians, a diplomat of the American B
 oard of Family Medicine, a
member of the Christian Community Health Fellowship, an academic advisor for the National Medical
Fellowship Minority Primary Care Leadership Program, and the Chicago Area Albert Schweitzer Fellowship
Program.
Initially, Dr. Lambert worked at Family Christian Health Center in Harvey, Illinois focusing on primary care
in underserved communities. He continues to be involved with academic medicine as well as mentorship,
recruitment, and retention of minority students into medicine.
Dr. Lambert was named to the National Medical Association Top Healthcare Professionals Under 40 List.
Additionally, he has been the recipient of several awards in his career, including the 2011 David Jones Peck,
MD Award, induction into the Arnold P. Gold Medical Humanism Honor Society, the 2010 American Medical
Association Minority Scholar Award, the 2011 National Medical Fellowship Resident Scholar Award, the
2017 recipient of the Outstanding Educator Award from the Office of Congressman Danny Davis, the 2017
recipient of the Leonidas J. Berry, MD Award for Diversity and Inclusion, the 2017/2018 Family Medicine
Preceptor of the Year Award, and the 2017/2018 recipient of the Rush Medical College Positive Learning
Environment Award.

TRAILBLAZER AWARD

Dr. Neha Narula ‘99
Dr. Narula is helping redefine the future of money by researching cryptocurrencies and providing clarity on
how digital currencies will transform our world. In short, she is a research scientist, engineer, and currency
futurist. Neha is director of research at the Digital Currency Initiative, a part of the MIT Media Lab where she
teaches courses and leads cryptocurrency and blockchain research. While completing her PhD in computer
science at MIT, she built fast, scalable databases and secure software systems, and she spoke about these
topics at dozens of industry and research conferences.
In a previous life, Dr. Narula helped relaunch the news aggregator Digg and was a senior software engineer
at Google. There, she designed Blobstore, a system for storing and serving petabytes of immutable data,
and worked on Native Client, a system for running native code securely through a browser. She is a member
of the World Economic Forum’s Global Futures Council on Blockchain and has given several TED talks
on the Future of Money. Named to WIRED’s list of 25 leaders shaping the next 25 years of technology, she
also appeared on Amanpour & Company and 60 Minutes. She is a member of the Program Committees for
EuroSys 2019, IEEE Security & Privacy 2020, Financial Cryptography v2020, Symposium on Cloud Computing
2020, and Stanford Blockchain Conference 2020.

Honoring the Founding Father of IMSA and Nobel Laureate

Dr. Leon Lederman
July 15, 1922 – October 3, 2018
“If we do what we know and feel is right, it is bound to happen that among our graduates there
will be numbered scientists, engineers, and those who go on to earn degrees in law and letters.
There are likely to be those few who create new intellectual worlds, cure a dreaded human
ailment or in some other way significantly influence life on our planet. Our philosophy will be to
treat our charges as if each one is capable of this extraordinary achievement.”
- Dr. Leon Lederman, 1985

From the very beginning, Dr. Leon Lederman was
IMSA’s biggest champion.

The book featured 15 biographies including those of astronauts Sally
Ride and Story Musgrave, Nobel Laureates Dr. F. Sherwood Rowland
and Dr. Charles Townes and world-renowned dinosaur hunter Dr.
Paul Sereno. Just like a proud father, Lederman, who was co-editor
of the book with IMSA Coordinator of Student Inquiry and Research
Dr. Judith Scheppler, expressed his enthusiasm and pride about the
project.

In addition to having a profound impact for decades on the national
and international scientific and educational communities, Dr.
Lederman had a deep and meaningful impact on the hearts and
minds of thousands of past and present students of the Illinois
Mathematics and Science Academy (IMSA) in Aurora, Illinois.

Lederman Accolades and Honors

Similar to how a father feels for his own children, Dr. Lederman
always had much love, affection and praise for IMSA, and high
expectations for its faculty, staff, students and alumni. Since 1985, he
was able to witness those successes firsthand and see the results of
his tireless efforts on IMSA’s behalf.

Because of Lederman’s painstaking and tireless early efforts, IMSA
alumni have gone on to become scientists, engineers, doctors,
entrepreneurs and educators, fulfilling the dream Lederman had for
IMSA students. IMSA was created in 1985 and opened its doors in
1986, graduating its charter class in 1989.

Lederman’s IMSA Legacy

Thanks to Dr. Lederman’s worldwide reputation and influence,
current and former IMSA students were able to brush shoulders with
great minds such as Nobel Laureates Dr. Dudley Herschbach and
Dr. Jack Steinberger, U.S. Poet Laureate Robert Pinsky and Scientist
Marvin Minsky, through the IMSA Great Minds Program®, launched in
1998 by Lederman.
Current and past students were fortunate to receive the once-in-alifetime opportunity to learn from one of the world’s great scientific
minds and to come to know him on a more intimate, personal level
through his campus interactions in venues such as Lunch with the
Laureate or the IMSA Great Minds Program.
In addition to community lectures, dialogues and interactive
seminars, Dr. Lederman inspired students to take on ambitious
projects that resulted in increased understanding of scientific,
mathematical and technological world issues.

With a career that spanned more than 60 years, Lederman became
one of the most important figures in the history of particle physics.
He was responsible for several breakthrough discoveries, uncovering
new particles that elevated our understanding of the fundamental
universe.
At Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory, Dr. Lederman became a
leader in launching programs to encourage young people to pursue
their scientific interests. His deep concern for the quality of science
and mathematics education in Illinois, and his intense commitment
to motivate students to pursue careers in science, led him to propose
the concept of Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy--a place
that would inspire and challenge students of exceptional talent.
Throughout his lifetime, Dr. Lederman has been honored by
Presidents and Kings worldwide for his contributions to science
including President Lyndon B. Johnson (National Medal of Science);
President of Israel Chaim Herzog (Wolf Prize in Physics); President Bill
Clinton (Enrico Fermi Award); and King Carl Gustaf XVI of Sweden who
presented Lederman with the Nobel Prize in Physics.
Thanks to his life’s work – his passion, dedication and contributions
to science literacy, and scientific breakthroughs, the Lederman
Legacy will shine brightly always.
Dr. Lederman died peacefully on Oct. 3 at a nursing home in Rexburg,
Idaho. He was 96. He is survived by his wife of 37 years, Ellen, and
three children, Rena, Jesse and Rachel, from his first wife, Florence
Gordon. For more information on the life and work of Lederman, visit
digitalcommons.imsa.edu/lederman/

One such project, the book Portraits of Great American Scientists,
gave 15 IMSA students the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to publish
their first book before the age of 19 and to help educate youth about
the field of science as a career choice.
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